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THE  EPISCOPATE  A STEWARDS!! 


“ It  is  required  in  Rewards,  that  a man  be  found  faithful, 
i Cor.  iv.  2. 


St.  Paul  by  his  labors  at  Corinth,  then  the  great  m- 
porium  of  the  commerce  of  the  Levant,  a city  by  c fid 
qnence  overflowing  with  riches,  and  saturated  with  pi 
vices  which  riches  engender,  with  arrogance,  and  lu  tv, 
and  license,  had  not  merely  irritated  the  heathen  an  ^ 
Jews,  but  had  kindled  heart-burnings  even  amon^ 
disciples,  whom  he  had  brought  over  to  the  Clir  in 
faith.  II is  open  proclamation  of  divine  truths  in  all  if 
height  and  breadth,  which  he  was  not  careful  in  anj  f 
to  extenuate  or  qualify,  in  order  to  soothe  prejudi 
propitiate  opposition,  and  which  he  did  not  seek  l 
commend  by  philosophical  subtilties,  or  a brilliant  if 
oric  ; his  plain  and  honest  denunciation  of  vice  an  i 
by  whomsoever  committed,  and  which,  indeed,  bl 
the  more  vehement  when  vice  and  sin  were  found  a 1 
the  sacred  pale  of  the  church ; these  things  had  lj  ( 
the  respect  and  alineated  the  affection  once  felt  fc 
by  a people  who  were  at  the  same  time  intelle< 
haughty  and  morally  impure.  In  this  letter,  he 
takes  to  deal  with  this  difficult  and  dangerous  case 
it  is  instructive  to  us  who  look  to  him  as  our  me 
the  Christian  ministry,  as  the  wise  master-builder 
Church,  as  the  Doctor  of  the  Gentiles,  the  chosen 
to  bear  to  them  the  riches  of  the  Gospel ; it  is  inst] 
to  us,  I say,  to  observe  how  this  great  preachei 
with  a captious  and  self-willed  people. 

He  does  not  oppose  speculation  to  speculatio 
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jants  himself  on  the  ground  of  fact.  He  claims  au- 
iority  to  instruct  them.  “ Am  not  I an  Apostle  ?”  says 
1.  And  here  he  says,  “Let  a man  so  account  of  us  as 
( the  ministers  of  Christ,  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries 
c Grod.”  He  feels  and  says  that  he  has  an  office  to  per- 
f:m;  he  has  the  right  to  teach  them,  and  they  are  hound 
t hear  him,  not  as  a wrangler  in  their  schools,  but  as  an 
athorized  ambassador  of  Grod.  And  because  he  bears 
tis  office,  he  must  perform  its  duties.  lie  is  an  ambas- 
3 lor,  he  must  represent  his  master,  and  deliver  his  mes- 
sGe.  He  is  a steward,  and  he  must  be  faithful,  for  it  is 
f mired  in  stewards,  that  a man  be  found  faithful.  This, 
£jm,  is  the  grand  and  elevating  idea  of  the  ministry, 
s»th  which  St.  Paul  fed  his  own  soul,  and  strengthened 
tto  adventure  on  those  amazing  deeds,  and  to  endure 
bse  unparalleled  sufferings,  in  the  midst  of  which  his 
mistry  was  spent. 

This  is  the  nature  of  his  work,  by  which  he  vindicates 
others  his  claim  to  their  belief  and  obedience;  that  he 
fi  representative  of  one  higher  than  himself ; that  his 
> ce  is  a trust ; that  his  powers  and  gifts  are  derived  from 
i Master,  belong  to  his  Master,  are  to  be  used  for  his 
dster,  are  to  be  accounted  for  to  his  master.  He  stands, 
c example,  before  Felix.  His  life  is  at  stake,  on  one 
lb  is  the  dungeon  from  which  he  has  been  summoned, 
b chains  with  which  he  is  now  bound,  the  block  in  the 
Lance ; on  the  other,  are  liberty,  the  affection  of  ex- 
iting friends,  the  reverence  of  disciples,  waiting  to  hear 
'<n  his  lips  again  the  words  of  instruction  and  consola- 
i(i.  Shall  he  not  then  speak  for  himself?  Has  any 
i|i  a better  right  ? Is  any  man  more  urged  by  danger 
c disgrace  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  love  of  liberty  and 
f on  the  other  ? Shall  he  not  ask  release  from  his 
cds ; some  repose  for  his  wearied  and  aged  body  ; some 
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of  the  balm  that  friendship  can  pour  into  a soul,  vexe 
by  the  insults  of  persecutors  and  rude  jailors?  Wh: 
man  now  more  needs  care  for  himself  than  this  prisone 
Paul  ? Shall  he  not  then  propitiate  the  Governor,  as  f; 
as  truth  will  permit?  Shall  he  not  appeal  to  his  mere; 
at  any  rate,  to  his  justice?  So  he  well  may,  if  he  loo 
but  to  his  own  safety,  his  own  happiness,  or  even  h 
own  rights,  as  an  individual.  But  he  remembers  that  ] 
is  a minister  of  Christ,  a steward  of  the  mysteries  of  Go 
and  that  it  is  required  in  stewards,  that  a man  be  foui 
faithful.  As  a man,  Felix  sits  before  him,  his  judge,  ha 
ing  power  to  release  and  having  power  to  condemn.  B 
as  a minister  of  Christ,  he  sees  in  Felix  a rebel  agair 
his  Master,  a wrretched  soul  going  down  to  destructio 
tied  and  bound  with  the  chain  of  his  sins.  God  has  giv 
him,  has  entrusted  him  with  this  opportunity  of  calli 
to  that  man,  of  proclaiming  to  him  his  misery  and  ds 
ger.  He,  perhaps,  communes  for  a moment  with  hi 
self.  He  says,  “I  am  Christ’s  servant ; I must  be  abc 
His  work,  whatever  becomes  of  myself.  I must  be  fail 
ful  to  my  master,  wTho  has  entrusted  me  with  so  grea' 
charge.”  He  then  opens  his  mouth,  but  it  is  to  spei 
not  of  himself,  but  of  Felix  now  ready  to  perish,  to  iva 
him,  to  remind  him  of  the  righteousness  and  temperai 
vrhich  he  habitually  violated,  of  the  judgments  to  con 
which  the  miserable  man  was  ignorant  of  or  disregard' 
A voice  was  ever  in  the  ears  of  St.  Paul.  Thou  arl 
steward,  thy  Master’s  eye  is  upon  thee.  Thou  must  g: 
account.  It  is  required  of  thee  to  be  faithful.  And 
like  manner  he  exhorts  others.  Keep,  says  he,  to  Ti 
othy,  that  which  was  committed  to  thy  trust.  And  1 i 
things  thou  hast  heard  of  me,  commit  thou  to  faith 
men,  who  shall  be  able  to  teach  others  also. 

Assembled  as  we  are  to-day,  dear  brethren,  to  as; 
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i,  or  to  witness  one  of  the  most  solemn  events,  that  can 
ke  place  on  earth,  the  commission  of  this  trust  of  min- 
j;erial  power,  in  its  highest  forms,  with  its  heaviest  res- 
ponsibility, to  a brother  young  in  years  for  such  a charge, 
l|it  already  known  and  honored  by  the  Church,  and 
I eply  beloved  by  those  who  best  know  him;  remember- 
:g  that  that  trust  is  to  be  exercised  by  him  in  regions 
[mote  from  the  friends,  by  whose  sympathies  he  has 
lien  accustomed  to  be  soothed,  and  by  Avhose  counsels 
l has  been  accustomed  to  be  assisted,  in  the  midst  of  a 
t >ntier  population,  many  of  them  rude,  and  wild,  and 
I vless,  and,  to  some  extent,  over  a people  of  a strange 
Sague,  a foreign  race,  and  a corrupt  and  intolerant  re- 
1 ion,  nay,  over  the  very  savages  themselves ; with  such 
Igh  and  arduous  duties  before  him,  entering  upon  them 
rule  still  so  young,  with  a frail  body,  gently  nurtured, 
i iderly  cared  for  to  this  hour ; is  there  one  of  us  who 
Fill  not,  in  heart  and  spirit,  come  before  God,  and  ear- 
Dtly  and  importunately  cry  out  to  Him  “to  bless  this, 
■[•brother,  and  to  send  His  grace  upon  him,  that  he  may 
Sly  execute  the  office  whereunto  he  is  called,  to  the 

► tying  of  the  Church,  and  the  honor,  praise  and  glory 
D God’s  great  name?”  And  that  we  may  pray  thus  the 
a re  fervently,  and  that  he  may  more  deeply  feel  the 
lignitude  of  the  obligations  he  is  about  to  take  on  kim- 

let  us  consider  some  of  the  particulars  of  the  trust 

* ich  our  Lord  and  master  is  about  to  commit  to  him, 
•■the  hands  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Church,  the  successors 

* iffice  of  His  Apostles. 

> Ie  is,  in  the  first  place,  to  “teach  and  exhort  with 
anlesome  doctrine,  to  withstand  and  convince  gain- 
pers,  and  1 3 drive  away  from  the  Church  all  erroneous 
a . strange  doctrine  contrary  to  God’s  word.”  It  belongs 
ohe  office  of  a Bishop,  then,  to  preserve,  transmit  and 
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diffuse  evangelical  Catholic  truth,  the  truth  as  it  is 
Jesus.  This  is  a function  which  our  Blessed  Lord  hi 
self  did  not  disdain  to  declare  to  be  one  main  object 
Ilis  incarnation.  u To  this  end  was  I born,  and  for  tl 
cause  came  I into  the  world,  that  I might  bear  witn< 
unto  the  truth.”  When  He  left  the  world,  he  bequeath 
this  office  to  Ilis  Church.  The  Church  is  the  pillar  a 
ground  of  the  truth,  its  monument  and  its  foundatit 
proclaiming  it,  upholding  it.  This  truth  is  of  inestimal 
value ; it  is  the  life-blood  of  the  souls  of  men.  It  < 
franchises  them  from  sin  and  death.  If  we  believe 
not,  says  St.  Paul,  we  shall  be  damned,  and  converse 
he  tells  us,  we  are  chosen  to  salvation  through  belief  | 
it.  Being  then  of  such  high  origin  and  such  unto 
value,  St.  Paul  considered  himself  set  as  its  champ! 
planted  as  a warrior,  with  watchful  eye  and  armed  ha . 
to  guard  it.  For  where  God’s  truth  is,  there  is  liber, 
there  is  light  and  peace,  there  is  purity  of  morals,  tb : 
is  solid  prosperity  in  the  blessings  of  this  life,  there  i , 
good  hope  of  eternal  life.  To  know  this  truth  aright; 
must  not  only  be  perceived  as  an  outward  thing,  by  j 
dry  light  of  the  understanding,  but  it  must  be  recejhi 
into  the  heart,  incorporated  into  our  own  experience  s t 
spiritual  life.  Yet,  we  must  be  sure  that  it  is  not  a mere  • 
ligious  sentiment,  that  it  is  the  truth  which  we  thus  recei  s 
for  it  has  many  counterfeits ; there  are,  there  always  h: : 
been,  there  always  will  be,  many  deceivers  gone  out  i i 
the  world.  To  find  out  the  truth  we  must  search  fo  1 
in  Scripture.  Thy  word,  says  our  Lord,  to  His  Div  > 
Father,  Thy  word  is  truth.  But  in  drawing  it  fr 
Scripture,  wo  must,  if  we  wish  not  to  be  arrogant,  nol 
be  rash,  not  to  trust  to  our  own  hearts,  nor  lean  to  < 
own  understandings  ; we  must,  if  we  wish  to  be  righ!  I 
we  wish  to  be  safe,  we  must  reverently  and  humbly  c • 
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lit  that  body  which  Jesus  Christ  has  promised  to  be 
rith  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  which  lie  has  appointed 
•)  be  the  pillar  and  ground  of  His  truth.  The  Church 
hich  received  the  truth  from  Christ,  which  can  itself 
feither  make  it  nor  reveal  it,  has  yet  the  high  mission  of 
" larding  it  and  teaching  it.  She  has  systematized  the 
achings  of  Scripture,  incorporated  those  which  are  es- 
iaitial  to  salvation  into  her  creeds,  and  wrought  these 
ad  other  truths  into  the  very  texture  of  her  Liturgy  and 
mces.  How  it  is  a part  of  a Bishop’s  duty  to  guard  this 
■pec  ions  deposit.  It  has  many  enemies,  and  is  exposed 
i many  perils.  Abhorred  by  Satan,  it  is  likewise  repug- 
imt  to  the  passions  and  the  prejudices  of  men  ; it  thwarts 
teir  apparent  immediate  interest,  it  transcends  their 
lason,  it  irritates  their  pride  of  intellect.  Efforts,  then, 
re  constantly  making  to  refute,  to  mutilate,  or  to  corrupt 
tis  truth,  as  the  sea  incessantly  throws  up  her  waves 
gainst  the  walls  or  foundations  of  some  castle  built  upon 
frock.  Never  were  such  efforts  more  industrious  or 
lore  subtle  than  at  present.  There  is,  on  the  one  hand, 
anost  formidable  spiritual  power,  the  Church  of  Rome, 
\th  the  venerable  hoar  of  antiquity  upon  it,  strong  in 
Lining  and  intellect,  in  numbers  and  wealth,  fortified 
I immense  political  power,  unscrupulously  used,  with  a 
bio  of  light,  delusive,  indeed,  but  brilliant  from  the  re- 
pted  sanctity  of  some  of  its  members,  with  offers  of  satis- 
ition  to  every  doubt,  and  absolution  from  every  sin ; 
D'st  attractive  thereby  to  unquiet  and  self-tormented 
jjrits,  and  thus,  by  something  of  real  conformity  to  an- 
3 nt  doctrine  and  ancient  usage ; by  many  illusions,  by 
2pat  temporal  power,  exercising  immense  influence  over 
il  minds  of  men ; then  is  this  authority  undertaking  to 
I -e  from  age  to  age  new  disclosures  of  divine  verities ; 
iking  that  matter  of  faith  to-day  necessary  to  salvation, 
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which  six  years  ago  was  confessedly  only  matter  ' 
opinion,  thereby  adding  to  the  word  of  God ; at  otl 
times  taking  from  it,  as  in  the  suppression  of  the  seco 
commandment,  not  only  practised  but  justified,  and  p> 
verting  doctrines  which  it  dare  not  deny,  thereby  ma 
ing  another  Gospel ; and  yet,  confidently  and  persistent 
proclaiming  itself  the  only  divine  authorized  guide  to  : 
ligious  truth,  thereby  beguiling  unstable  souls.  On  t 
other  hand,  is  that  immense  multitude  who  have 
standard  of  truth,  but  their  own  private  interpretation 
Scripture,  who  are  thereby  tempted  to  reject  whatei 
contradicts  their  bias  of  mind  at  the  moment,  whate-v 
thwarts  a favorite  notion,  whatever  is  inconsistent  wi 
the  interests  of  a party,  whatever,  in  short,  undertakes 
bridle  a strong  passion,  or  root  out  a cherished  prejudi 
Such  persons  are  of  course  open  to  every  deceiver.  Th 
may,  many  of  them  do,  retain  the  substantial  truth  of  t 
Gospel,  but  it  is  because  no  tempter  has  strongly  assail 
them,  or  because  they  have  personally  deep  religio 
convictions,  or  impassioned  religious  sentiments,  but  th 
have  no  guarantee  for  their  faith.  Their  city  has  no  wa 
or  bulwarks.  The  inheritance  they  transmit  to  th< 
children  is  a sentiment,  not  a faith,  a belief  of  to-day,  r 
a creed  of  all  ages,  a possession  forever. 

In  the  midst  of  these  mutable  opinions,  open  to  chan 
at  every  hour,  whether  the  change  be  ordained  by  t 
Pope  at  Rome,  or  the  Pope  in  the  individual’s  own  bosoi 
God  has  seen  fit,  in  his  mysterious  sovereignty,  to  e 
trust  this  Church  with  a stable  and  definite  creed,  t 
very  truth  as  taught  by  Christ  and  His  Apostles,  as  r 
ceived  and  transmitted  by  that  Body  which  he  has  pro) 
ised  never,  never,  never  to  forsake!  This  truth  it  is 
Bishop’s  office  to  guard,  and  his  duty  to  diffuse.  But,  bret 
ren,  let  me  ask,  by  the  way,  is  it  only  the  business  of 
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lishop?  This  truth,  when  imparted  to  a man,  to  any 
\ian , is  it  not  also  in  his  hands  a trust  ? Is  that  father, 
hen,  without  sin,  who  does  not  use  care  and  pains,  that 
is  children  may  learn  this  Gospel,  but  who,  perhaps,  so 
ar  from  doing  this,  does  himself  send  them  where  they 
re  to  learn  another  Gospel  ? Is  that  master  without  sin 
'ho  does  not  provide  for  his  servants  instruction  in  this 
lospel,  but  provides  them  nothing,  or  something  contra- 
ictory  to  this  Gospel  ? Is  that  man,  rich  or  poor,  with- 
iat  sin,  who  does  not  labor  and  deny  himself,  and  give, 
yen  of  his  poverty,  to  send  this  Gospel  to  his  neighbors, 
teighbors  in  the  Gospel  sense,  although  the  Alleghany 
yell,  or  the  Mississippi  flow  between  them,  yea,  if  even 
ie  broad  ocean  divide  them  ? But  above  all,  can  that 
jishop  be  without  sin,  who  does  not  labor  to  make  him- 
lf  master  of  the  true  meaning  of  that  glorious  Gospel 

V diligent  study,  by  frequent,  earnest  prayer  for  light 
ad  for  more  light,  and  who  does  not  seek  to  teach  it 
jdvately,  publicly,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  in  the 
uurch,  and  from  house  to  house ; and  who  does  not  strive 

V his  own  profound  sense  of  its  value,  by  his  plain  and 
istinct  statement  of  it,  b}r  counsel,  by  entreaty,  and  if 
red  be,  by  discipline,  to  banish  from  the  Church  all 
(roneous  and  strange  doctrine,  contrary  to  that  truth  of 
Crist.  My  brethren,  we  all  are,  and  especially  every 
Ishop,  is  a steward  of  this  great  trust,  and  it  is  required 
i stewards  that  a man  be  found  faithful. 

Again,  it  belongs  to  the  office  of  a Bishop  not  only  to 
gard  the  doctrine  of  the  Church,  but  to  labor  directly 
fr  the  souls  of  men.  Bishops  are  rulers  in  the  Church 
cGod,  but  they  are  likewise  Pastors,  whose  business  it  is 
t feed  the  flock.  There  is  danger  that  in  our  own  minds, 
a well  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  multitude,  the  former  re- 
Lion  may  overshadow  and  even  thrust  out  the  latter. 
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The  Bishops  of  the  primitive  Church  were  pre-eminent 
Pastors,  only  secondarily  rulers.  In  the  mediaeval  peric 
when  Dioceses  were  inordinately  enlarged,  and  1 
came  the  objects  of  secular  ambition,  the  office  of  rul 
absorbed  every  other  appertaining  to  the  order.  M 
held  more  than  one  Diocese,  and  even  Dioceses  in  me 
than  one  country,  and  even  children  were  made  Bisho] 
as  children  might  succeed  to  a lordship.  This  abr 
tended  to  bring  about,  and  in  some  degree  to  justify  t 
introduction  of  the  Presbyterian  system,  and  so  obstint 
are  old  traditions  and  old  habits  of  thought,  that  we  ha 
scarcely  yet  learned  to  feel  how  direct  ought  to  be  t 
relation  between  a Bishop  and  his  flock,  how  immediate 
he  ought  to  feed  them,  and  not  merely  by  the  hands  ' 
others,  how  individual  should  be  his  acquaintance  wi 
them,  how  he  ought  to  know  his  own  sheep  by  name. 
Bishop  ought  to  be  a preacher  to  his  Diocese,  whose  vo; 
is  familiar  in  every  part  of  it ; of  all  preachers,  he  oug 
to  be  the  most  earnest,  the  most  self-renouncing,  t 
most  studious  to  win  souls.  lie  must  then  cultivate 
himself  a just  sense  of  the  magnitude  of  the  charge  ( 
trusted  to  his  care.  He  ought  to  dwell  much  in  his  oi 
thoughts  on  eternity,  and  seek,  by  God’s  help,  to  ra 
himself  to  a right  judgment  of  the  value  of  souls,  and 
that  end,  must  learn  first  to  value  aright  his  own  so 
For  can  he  be  much  concerned  to  snatch  others  from  d< 
traction,  who  himself  goes  on  contentedly  to  destructio 
And  yet,  what  danger  is  there  that  a Bishop  may  alm< 
unconsciously  fall  into  the  fatal  habit  of  mistaking  sancti 
of  office  for  sanctity  of  character,  and  because  his  work 
holy  assume  that  he  himself  is ! His  life  and  converi 
tion  are  not  apt  to  be  scandalous.  The  necessities  of  1 
position  enforce  this.  He  cannot,  without  apparent  ru 
be  in  a single  instance  a drunkard,  or  an  adulterer,  0] 
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blasphemer.  How  easy,  then,  for  him  to  think  that  the 
Qrrace  of  God  has  given  him  victory  over  all  his  sins, 
chile  yet  in  his  heart  he  is  envious,  covetous,  ambitious 
>r  mercenary,  and  regards  these  only  as  infirmities  in  a 
feligious  character.  And  yet,  how  does  any  such  sin  eat 
rs  a canker  into  the  very  heart  of  ministerial  fidelity  and 
ministerial  usefulness?  He  that  does  not  himself  love 
Jhrist,  how  can  he  earnestly  call  on  others  to  love  Him  ? 
(Ie  that  does  not  habitually  and  supremely  value  souls, 
ow  sure  is  it,  that  he  will  not  be  earnest  in  laboring  for 
',iem,  but  for  his  own  advancement,  or  interest,  or  repu- 
fition  ? How  carefully,  then,  should  one  raised  to  this 
angerous  post  examine  himself;  how  earnestly,  even 
bove  other  men,  should  he  cry  out  to  God,  “ Search  me, 
1 God,  and  know  my  heart ; try  me,  and  know  my 
loughts,  and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and 
;ad  me  in  the  way  everlasting.”  But  if  we  value  souls, 
e must  use  all  suitable  means  to  win  them,  and  one 
irely  of  the  most  efficacious  of  these  is,  by  simple,  ear- 
est,  loving,  thoughtful,  instructive  preaching.  And 
hat  an  opportunity  of  doing  good  in  this  way  is  put  into 
ie  hands  of  a Bishop ! Wherever  he  goes,  multitudes 
? people  flock  to  hear  him.  He  may  be  a gifted  preacher 
■ he  may  not,  but  at  any  rate  he  is  their  Bishop,  their 
lief  Pastor.  He  speaks  with  authority.  Every  word 
:ghtly  spoken  by  him  tells.  The  people  look  to  him 
ith  confidence  for  then’  food.  IIow  necessary,  then, 
tat  he  should  be  prepared  to  distribute  this  food,  the 
fpcere  milk  of  the  word,  the  bread  of  life.  Hot  fossil 
reletons  of  old  sermons  which  he  has  dug  up  out  of  his 
oset,  from  which  all  life  has  departed,  if  ever  they  had 
le;  not  the  hard  stones  of  controversy  with  which  to 
]lt  opposers;  not  the  chaff  of  mere  declamation;  not  the 
t pid  flowers  of  a gaudy  rhetoric,  but  the  bread  of  life, 
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carefully  searched,  and  as  far  as  may  be,  winnowed  frc. 
error;  divine  truth  taught  positively,  taught  with  a- 
thority,  with  reference  to  the  wants  and  dangers  of  L 
immediate  hearers,  their  peculiar  duties  and  temptation  | 
This  requires  love,  and  faithfulness,  and  labor,  and  stud.  I 
And  this  is  the  proper  end  of  study  with  Christ’s  min 
ters.  He  must  not  mistake  mere  reading  for  study,  rr 
all  earnest  study  for  proper  ministerial  study.  ‘'The 
are,”  St.  Bernard  says,  “those  who  wish  to  know,  on 
that  they  may  know,  and  this  is  a base  curiosity.  A 
there  are  those  who  wish  to  know  that  they  may  s . 
their  knowledge,  and  this  is  base  avarice ; and  there  £) 
those  who  wish  to  know  that  they  themselves  may  i | 
known,  and  this  is  base  vanity ; but  there  are  those  w > 
wish  to  know  that  they  themselves  may  be  edified,  a . 
this  is  wisdom;  and  there  are  those  who  wish  to  knc 
that  they  may  edify  others,  and  this  is  charity.”  Lor 
indeed,  is  the  source  of  all  the  excellencies  of  a go. 
Bishop,  a Ken  or  a Wilson.  Simon,  son  of  Jonas ! love 
thou  me?  Yea,  Lord,  says  the  Apostle.  Then  the  M;  . 
ter  adds,  feed  my  sheep.  But  to  preach  effectually,  i j 
must  live  holily,  as  the  ordinal  expresses  it,  “shown; 
himself  an  example  of  good  works.”  The  sins  of  teache  j 
as  good  Bishop  Hall  quaintly  says,  are  the  teachers : 
sin.  Do  we  declaim  against  a covetous,  worldly  tempi 
and  ourselves  exhibit  such  a temper?  Do  we  denoun 
ambition,  and  yet  ourselves  be  aiming  at  pre-eminenc 
Alas  ! who  will  give  heed  to  what  we  say,  if  our  condi 
prove  that  we  cannot  even  persuade  ourselves  ? 0,  awi 
care  of  souls,  that  makes  it  necessary  not  only  that  i 
speak  the  truth  in  love,  but  that  we  live  it  every  hou 
What  a stewardship  is  this,  to  have  a multitude  of  soi 
committed  to  our  care,  each  worth  more  than  a wor. 
dependant,  in  a measure,  for  weal  or  woe  upon  what  ^ 
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t>,  what  we  leave  undone,  upon  our  words,  upon  our 
i.ence,  upon  our  very  looks!  And  yet,  to  this  steward- 
rip,  so  vast  and  so  minute,  it  is  required  that  a man  be 
Mind  faithful. 

And  at  the  same  time  that  the  Bishop  is  a shepherd 
i 'er  the  flock,  he  is  to  be  the  ruler  and  the  overseer  of 
i e other  shepherds.  These  he  is  to  cheer,  and  strengthen, 
id  encourage,  and  at  the  same  time  direct,  and  if  need 
1,  restrain.  A Bishop  ought  to  have,  to  be  fully  fitted 
i r his  work,  a sympathizing  nature,  to  be  able  to  weep 
nth  them  that  weep,  and  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice, 
j is  brethren  of  the  clergy  should  recognise  in  him  their 
1 lest  friend,  and  apply  to  him  spontaneously  for  counsel 
i d for  consolation.  And  yet,  'with  the  gentleness  of  a 
lither,  there  should  be  the  authority  and  firmness  of  a 
ifer;  and  these  latter  qualities  are  the  more  necessary 
i our  day,  because  so  plainly  the  tendency  among  us  is 
1 break  down  all  authority.  A Bishop,  with  his  entire 
curch,  may  have  to  oppose  himself  to  a powerful  and 
treatening  world.  He  may  have  to  stand  up  with  his 
orgy  against  the  laity.  He  may  have,  hardest  trial  of 
c , to  stand  up  against  his  clergy,  for  he  must  stand  up 
wpremely  for  His  Master,  whose  steward  he  is.  How  diffi- 
olt  in  this  office  to  be  faithful ! Heed  we  wonder  that 
1 3 ancient  Bishops  are  said  sometimes  to  have  fled  from 
tise  who  sought  to  consecrate  them?  And  that  in  our 
cm  Church,  which  approaches  more  nearly,  I believe, 
tin  any  other  to  the  primitive  in  constitution,  as  I trust 
i is  now,  year  by  year,  approaching  more  and  more 
iarly  to  it  in  spirit,  need  we  wonder  that  in  it  there  is 
a increasing  diffidence  and  reluctance  in  undertaking 
t ,s  office  ? Men  bow  themselves  to  be  consecrated  as 
lishops,  feeling  that  they  are  about  to  take  up  a heavy 
t rden ; and  yet,  after  all,  it  is  to  him  who  enters  on  it, 
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with  liis  whole  soul,  a good  work,  arduous  but  glorioi 
Must  we  not  believe  that  God  gives  special  grace  to  fait 
ful  men  who  heartily  devote  themselves  to  this  worl 
Are  we  not  permitted  to  hope  that  we  see  the  effects  ' 
this  grace  in  their  increasing  ripeness  and  soundness 
Christian  character  ? That  the  harsh  and  vehement  a 
softened,  and  the  gentle  and  the  yielding  are  strengthen 
And  surely,  surely,  we  must  be  persuaded  that  the  ] 
ward  of  a good  Bishop  hereafter  will  be  something  sigr 
and  transcendant.  The  angels  of  the  churches  are  rep: 
sented  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  as  stars  which  the  S 
of  Man  carries  in  II is  right  hand,  and  the  elders  are  c 
scribed  as  sitting  around  the  Lord  on  His  throne,  cloth 
in  white  raiment,  and  having  on  their  heads  crowns  ' 
gold. 

And  now,  dear  brother,  this  office,  so  weighty,  so  :• 
sponsible,  is  about  to  be  conferred  on  you.  It  is  certs 
that  you  have  not  sought  it,  that  had  you  consulted  wi . 
flesh  and  blood,  you  would  have  thrust  it  from  you.  T 
Church  has  shown  her  esteem  for  you  by  calling  you  1 
lead  her  advance  guard,  to  the  post  of  peculiar  hardsb 
and  danger.  It  seems  to  be  the  will  of  God  that  y . 
should  go,  and  your  answer  has  been  obedience.  Y . 
take  up  your  arms,  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  and  the  sh it 
of  faith,  and  like  a good  soldier  you  go  to  the  fronti 
And  you  know  that  many  hearts  bless  you  as  you  pij 
that  many  prayers  rise  up  to  God  for  you,  that  your  tri; 
may  be  light,  that  your  consolations  may  be  abundai 
that  your  work  may  be  successful  in  winning  many  soi  i 
to  Christ,  and  that  when  you  stand  in  your  lot  at  the  L 
great  day,  you  may  hear,  with  grateful  and  exultif 
heart,  the  words  of  your  Master,  saying  “ W ell  doi 
good  and  faithful  servant.  Thou  hast  been  faithful  o\ 
a few  things,  I will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things 
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HE  FOEM  OF  OEDAIXIXG-  OE  COXSECEATIXG 
A BISHOP. 

Wkea  all  tilings  are  duly  prepared  in  the  Church,  and  set  in  order,  after  Mdrnin" 
Prayer  is  ended,  the  Presiding-  Bishop,  or  some  other  Bishop  appointed  by  the 
Bishops  present,  shall  begin  the  Comm  anion  Service,  in  which  this  shall  be  ' 


The  Collect. 

LMIGHTY  God,  who  by  thy 
A Son  .Jesus  Christ  didst  give  to 
tv  holy  Apostles  many  excellent 
; ts,  and  didst  charge  them  to 
ltd  thy  flock  ; Give  grace,  we 
Iseech  thee,  to  all  Bishops,  the 
Istors  of  thy  Church,  that  they 
tty  diligently  preach  thy  Word, 
sd  duly  administer  the  godly 
Iscipline  thereof ; and  grant  to 
ti  people,  that  they  may  obe- 
ontly  follow  the  same  ; that  all 
i v receive  the  crown  of  ever- 
1 ting  glory:  through  Jesus  Christ 
( r Lord.  Amen. 

And  another  Bishop  shall  read 

The  Epistle.  1 Tim.  iii.  1. 

f HIS  is  a true  saying,  If  a man 
desire  the  Office  of  a Bishop, 
hie  sireth  a good  work.  A Bishop 
l a must  be  blameless,  the  hus- 
bid  of  one  wife,  vigilant,  sober, 
bgood  behaviour,  given  to  hos- 
tility, apt  to  teach  ; not  given 
Urine,  no  striker,  not  greedy  of 
lay  lucre,  hut  patient,  not  a 
kwler,  not  covetous;  one  that 
H?th  well  his  own  house,  having 
h children  in  subjection  with  all 


gravity;  (For  if  a man  know  not 
how  to  rule  his  own  house,  how 
shall  he  take  care  of  the  Churc-h 
of  God  ?)  Not  a novice,  lest  being 
lifted  up  with  pride  he  fall  into 
the  condemnation  of  the  devil. 
Moreover,  he  must  have  a good 
report  of  them  which  are  without ; 
lest  he  fall  into  reproach,  and  the 
snare  of  the  devil. 

r Or  this. 

For  the  Epistle.  Acts  xx.  IT. 

1 ’ROM  Miletus.  Paul  sent  to  Eph- 
_L  esus,  and  called  the  Elders  of 
the  Church.  And  when  they  were 
come  to  him,  he  said  unto  them, 
Ye  know,  from  the  first  day  that  I 
came  into  Asia,  after  what  manner 
I have  been  with  you  at  all  sea- 
sons, serving  the  Lord  with  all 
humility  of  mind,  and  with  many 
tears  and  temptations,  which  be- 
fell me  by  the  lying  in  wait  of  the 
Jews : and.  how  I kept  back  noth- 
ing that  was  profitable  unto  you. 
hut  have  showed,  yon.  and  have 
taught  yon  publicly,  and  from 
house  to  house,  testifying  both  to 
the  Jews,  and  also  to  the  Greeks, 
repentance  toward.  God,  and  faith 
toward  our  Lord.  Jesus  Christ. 
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And  now  behold,  I go  bound  in 
the  spirit  unto  Jerusalem,  not 
knowing  the  things  that  shall  be- 
fall me  there  ; save  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  witnesseth  in  every  city, 
saying,  That  bonds  and  afflictions 
abide  me.  But  none  of  these 
things  move  me,  neither  count  I 
my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that 
I might  finish  my  course  with  joy, 
and  the  ministry  which  I have  re- 
ceived of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  tes- 
tify the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God. 
And  now,  behold,  I know  that  ye 
all,  among  whom  I have  gone 
preaching  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
shall  see  my  face  no  more.  Where- 
fore I take  you  to  record  this  day, 
that  I am  pure  from  the  blood  of 
all  men.  For  I have  not  shunned 
to  declare  unto  you  all  the  coun- 
sel of  God.  Take  heed,  therefore,  j 
unto  yourselves,  and  to  all  the 
flock,  over  the  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  hath  made  you  Overseers, 
to  feed  the  Church  of  God,  which 
he  hath  purchased  with  his  own 
blood.  For  I know  this,  that  af- 
ter my  departing  shall  grevious  I 
wolves  enter  in  among  you,  not 
sparingtlie  flock.  Also  of  your  own 
selves  shall  men  arise,  speaking  I 
perverse  things,  to  draw  away  dis-  I 
ciples  after  them.  Therefore 
watch,  and  remember,  that  by  the 
space  of  three  years,  I ceased  not 
to  warn  every  one,  night  and  day, 
with  tears.  And  now,  brethren, 

I commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the 
Word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able 
to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you 
an  inheritance  among  all  them 
which  are  sanctified.  I have  cov- 
eted no  man’s  silver,  or  gold,  or 
apparel ; yea,  ye  yourselves  know, 
that  these  hands  have  ministered 
unto  my  necessities,  and  to  them 
that  were  with  me.  I have  showed 
you  all  things,  how  that  so  labour- 
ing ye  ought  to  support  the  weak  ; 
and  to  remember  the  words  of  the 


Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said,  It 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
ceive. 

If  Then  another  Bishop  shall  read 
1'he  Gospel.  St.  John  xxi.  li! 

1 ESUS  saith  to  Simon  Peter, 
mon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  th 
me  more  than  these  ? He  sa 
unto  him,  Yea,  Lord;  thou  knc 
est  that  I love  thee.  He  saith  1 
to  him,  Feed  my  lambs.  He  sa 
to  him  again  the  second  time, 
mon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  n 
He  saith  unto  him,  Yea,  Loi 
thou  knowest  that  I love  thee, 
saith  unto  him,  Feed  my  she' 
He  saith  unto  him  the  third  tir 
Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  tbj 
me?  Peter  was  grieved  becaifl 
he  said  unto  him  the  third  tir 
Lovest  thou  me?  And  he  said  i 
to  him,  Lord,  thou  knowest 
things  ; thou  knowest  that  I 1< 
thee.  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  Ft 
my  sheep. 

If  Or  this.  St.  John  xx.  19. 
rPHE  same  day  at  evening,  be 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  wl  i g 
the  doors  were  shut  where  the  c £ 
ciples  were  assembled,  for  feai ' j 
the  Jews,  came  Jesus,  and  $t<|  i 
in  the  midst,  and  saith  unto  tilt 
Peace  be  unto  you.  And  when 
had  so  said,  he  showed  unto  th 
his  hands  and  his  side.  T1  j 
were  the  disciples  glad,  when  tl  i 
saw  the  Lord.  Then  saith  Jet 
to  them  again,  Peace  be  unto  y<  I 
as  my  Father  hath  sent  me,  ev 
so  send  I you.  And  when  he  1 
said  this,  he  breathed  on  thy  : 
and  saith  unto  them,  Receive  ; 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Whose  soe  ' 
sins  ye  remit,  they  are  remit 
unto  them  ; and  whose  soe  ; 
sins  ye  retain,  they  are  retain 

If  Or  this.  St.  Matt,  xxviii.  18. 

JESUS  came  and  spake  u 
them,  saying,  All  power 
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i en  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in 
!Lth.  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach 
i nations,  baptizing  them  In  the 
'me  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
h,  andof  the  Holy  Ghost : teach- 
; them  to  observe  all  things 
p.atsoever  I have  commanded 
u:  and  lo,  I am  with  you  al- 
i>y,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
nrld. 

[ fter  the  Gospel  and  the  Sermon  are 
Inded,  the  Elected  Bishop,  vested  with 
is  Rochet,  shall  be  presented  by  two 
iishops  of  this  Church  unto  the  Presid- 
ing Bishop,  or  to  the  Bishop  appointed, 
;ittingin  his  chair,  near  the  Holy  Table; 
lie  Bishops  who  present  him  saying, 

1EVEREND  Father  in  God,  we 
J present  unto  you  this  godly 
ill  well-learned  man,  to  he  Or- 
Ined  and  Consecrated  Bishop. 

fiben  shall  the  Presiding  Bishop  de- 
pand  Testimonials  of  the  person  pre- 
nited  for  Consecration,  and  shall  cause 
lem  to  be  read. 

!e  shall  then  require  of  him  the  folio  w- 
ig  Promise  of  Conformity  to  the  Doc- 
:ine,  Discipline,  and  Worship  of  the 
rotestant  Episcopal  Church. 

f the  Name  of  God,  Amen.  I, 
N.,  chosen  Bishop  of  the  Pro- 
tf  ant  Episcopal  Church  in  2V. , 
d promise  conformity  to  and  obe- 
d uce  to  the  Doctrine,  Discipline, 
ll  Worship  of  the  Protestant 
Ejscopal  Church  in  the  United 
S tes  of  America.  So  help  me 
Si  through  Jesus  Christ. 

T lien  the  Presiding  Bishop  shall  move 
, e Congregation  present  to  pray,  say- 
g thus  to  them  : 

TRETHREN,  it  is  written  in  the 
I Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  That  our 
h|iour  Christ  continued  the  whole 
lilt  in  prayer,  before  he  chose 
u sentforth  histwelve  Apostles, 
■t  3 written  also,  that  the  holy 
i 'Sties  prayed,  before  they  or- 
Lied  Matthias  to  be  of  the  num- 
k of  the  Twelve.  Let  us,  there- 
o , following  the  example  of  our 


Saviour  Christ,  and  his  Apostles, 
offer  up  our  prayers  to  Almighty 
God,  before  we  admit  and  send 
forth  this  person  presented  unto 
us,  to  the  work  whereunto  we 
trust  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  called 
him. 

If  And  then  shall  be  said  the  Litany ; save 
only,  that  after  this  place,  That  it  may 
please  thee  to  illuminate  all  Bishops , &c., 
the  proper  Suffrage  shall  be, 

THAT  it  may  please  thee  to  bless 
this  our  Brother  elected,  and 
to  send  thy  grace  upon  him,  that 
he  may  duly  execute  the  Office 
whereunto  he  is  called,  to  the  edi- 
fying of  thy  Church,  and  to  the 
honour,  praise,  and  glory  of  thy 
Name  ; 

Answer.  We  beseech  thee  to  hear 
us,  good  Lord. 

T Then  shall  be  said  this  Prayerfollowing. 

A LMIGHTY  God,  giver  of  all 
. 1 good  things,  who  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit  hast  appointed  divers  Or- 
ders of  Ministers  in  thy  Church  ; 
Mercifully  behold  this  thy  servant 
now  called  to  the  Work  and  Min- 
istry of  a Bishop  ; and  so  replen- 
ish him  with  the  truth  of  thy  Doc- 
trine, and  adorn  him  with  in- 
nocency  of  life,  that  both  by  word 
and  deed,  he  may  faithfully  serve 
thee  in  this  Office,  to  the  glory  of 
thy  Name,  and  the  edifying  and 
well-governing  of  thy  Church ; 
through  the  merits  of  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  who  liveth  and 
reigneth  with  thee  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Then  the  Presiding-  Bishop,  sitting  in 
his  chair,  shall  say  to  him  that  is  to  he 
Consecrated, 

BROTHER,  forasmuch  as  the 
Holy  Scripture  and  the  An- 
cient Canons  command,  that  we 
should  not  be  hasty  in  laying  on 
hands,  and  admitting  any  person 
to  Government  in  the  Church  of 
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Christ,  which  he  has  purchased 
with  no  less  price  than  the  effu- 
sion of  his  own  blood;  before  we 
admit  you  to  this  Administration, 
we  will  examine  you  in  certain 
Articles,  to  the  end  that  the  Con- 
gregation  present  may  have  a trial, 
and  bear  witness,  how  you  are 
minded  to  behave  yourself  in  the 
Church  of  God. 

ARE  you  persuaded,  that  you 
are  truly  called  to  this  Min- 
istration, according  to  the  will  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
order  of  this  Church  ? 

Answer.  I am  so  persuaded. 

The  Presiding  Bishop. 

ARE  you  persuaded  that  the 
Holy  Scriptures  contain  all 
Doctrine  required  as  necessary 
for  eternal  salvation  through  faiths 
in  Jesus  Christ  ? And  are  you  de- 
termined out  of  the  same  Holy 
Scriptures  to  instruct  the  people 
committed  to  your  charge  ; and  to 
teach  or  maintain  nothing,  as  ne- 
cessary to  eternal  salvation,  but 
that  which  you  shall  be  persuad- 
ed may  be  concluded  and  proved 
by  the  same. 

Answer.  I am  so  persuaded, 
and  determined,  by  God’s  grace. 


drive  away  from  the  Church  1 
erroneous  and  strange  doctn 
contrary  to  God’s  Word  ; and  b 1 
privately  and  openly  to  call  up 
and  encourage  others  to  the  sar! 

Answer.  I am  ready,  the  LI 
being  my  helper. 

The  Presiding  Bishop. 

TTTILL  you  deny  all  ungo  - ' 
YV  ness  and  worldly  lusts,  d 
live  soberly,  righteously,  ;1  ' 
godly  in  this  present  world;  tt 
you  may  show  yourself  in  1 
things  an  example  of  good  woi 
unto  others,  that  the  advers  r I 
may  be  ashamed,  having  noth} 
to  say  against  you  ? 

Answer.  I will  do  so,  the  L l 
being  my  helper. 

The  Presiding  Bishop. 

WILL  you  maintain  and  t 
forward,  as  much  as  sll  : 
lie  in  you,  quietness,  love,  :i  i 
peace  among  all  men  ; and  <La 
gently  exercise  such  discipline!  j 
by  the  authority  of  God’s  Wc,  j 
and  by  the  order  of  this%Chui, 
is  committed  to  you? 

Answer.  I will  so  do,  by  5 
help  of  God. 


The  Presiding  Bishop. 

TILL  you  then  faithfully  ex- 
ercise yourself  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  call  upon  God  by  j 
prayer  for  the  true  understanding 
of  the  same;  so  that  you  may  be  I 
able  by  them  to  teach  and  exhort 
with  wholesome  Doctrine,  and  to 
withstand  and  convince  the  gain- 
say ers  ? 

Answer.  I will  do  so,  by  the 
help  of  God. 

The  Presiding  Bishop. 

ARE  you  ready,  with  all  faith- 
ful diligence,  to  banish  and  ! 


The  Presiding  Bishop. 

A TTILL  you  be  faithful  in  • 
VV  daining,  sending,  or  lay: 
hands  upon  others  ? 

Answer.  I will  so  be,  by  ) 
help  of  God. 

The  Presiding  Bishop. 

WILL  you  show  yourself  g- 
tie,  and  be  merciful  t 
Christ’s  sake  to  poor  and  ne<' 
people,  and  to  all  strangers  de- 
tute  of  help  ? 

Answer.  I will  so  show  mys  i 
by  God’s  help. 
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TlieD  the  Presiding  Bishop,  standing  up, 
shall  say, 

LMIGHTY  God,  our  heavenly 
Father,  who  hath  given  you 
I good  will  to  do  all  these  things, 
rant  also  unto  you  strength  and 
owerto  perform  the  same  ; that, 
e accomplishing  in  you  the  good 
•ork  which  he  hath  begun,  you 
lay  be  found  perfect  and  irrepre- 
j ensible  at  the  latter  day ; through 
lesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Then  shall  the  Bishop  elect  put  on  the 
rest  of  the  Episcopal  habit ; and,  kneel- 
I ing  down,  Vtni,  Creator  Spimtus  shall 
I be  sung  or  said  over  him  ; the  Presid- 
| ing  Bishop  beginning,  and  the  Bishops, 
with  others  that  are  present,  answer- 
ing by  verses,  as  followeth. 

Holy  Ghost,  our  souls  inspire, 
J And  lighten  with  celestial  fire. 
hou  the  anointing  Spirit  of  art, 

Vho  dost  thy  sevenfold  gifts  impart. 
j hy  blessed  Unction  from  above, 
j?  comfort , life,  and  fire  of  love. 
liable  with  perpetual  light 
Yhe  dulness  of  our  blinded  sight. 
noint  and  cheer  our  soiled  face 
Yith  the  abundance  of  thy  grace. 
leep  far  our  foes,  give  peace  at  home  ; 
\\h&'e  thou  art  guide , no  ill  can  come. 

"each  us  to  know  the  Father,  Son, 

And  thee , of  both,  to  be  but  One. 

"hat,  through  the  ages  all  along, 

'his  may  be  our  endless  song  ; 

Praise  to  thy  eternal  merit, 

Father , Son,  and  Holy  Spirit. 


According  to  thy  promise,  Lord, 
Tliougivest  speech  with  grace  ; 

That , through  thy  help , God's  praises  may 
Besound  in  every  place. 

0 Holy  Ghost,  into  our  minds 
Send  down  thy  heavenly  light  : 

Kindle  our  hearts  with  fervent  zeal, 

To  serve  God  day  and  night. 

Our  weakness  strengthen  and  confirm, 
(For,  Lord,  thou  knowest  us  frail ;) 
That  neither  devil,  world , nor  flesh. 
Against  us  may  prevail. 

Put  back  our  enemy  far  from  us, 

And  help  us  to  obtain 
Peace  in  our  hearts  with  God  and  Man, 

( The  best , the  truest  gain  ;) 

And  grant  that  thou  being,  0 Lord, 

Our  leader  and  our  guide, 

We  may  escape  the  snares  of  sin , 

And  never  from  thee  slide. 

Such  measures  of  thy  powerful  grace 
Grant,  Lord,  to  us,  we  pray  ; 

That  thou  may'stbe  our  Comforter 
At  the  last  dreadful  day. 

Of  strife  and  of  dissension 
Dissolve,  0 Lord,  the  bands, 

And  l nit  the  Tenets  of  peace  and  love 
Throughout  all  Christian  lands. 

Grant  us  the  grace  that  we  may  know 
The  Father  of  all  might, 

That  we  of  his  beloved  Son 
May  gain  the  blissful  sight ; 

And  that  we  may  with  perfect  faith 
Ever  acknowledge  thee, 

The  Spirit  of  Father,  and  of  Son, 

One  God  in  Persons  Three. 

To  God  the  Father  laud  and  praise, 

And  to  his  blessed  Son, 

And  to  the  Holy  Spirit  of  grace, 

Cc-equal  Three  in  One. 

And  pray  we,  that  our  only  Lord 
Would  please  his  Spirit  to  send 
On  all  that  shall  profess  his  Name, 

Fi’om  hence  to  the  world's  end.  Amen . 


Y Or  this. 


*[  That  ended,  the  Presiding  Bishop  shall 
say, 


"lOME,  Holy  Ghost,  eternal  God, 
|v_7  Proceeding  from  above, 

\ Toth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son, 

The  God  of  peace  and  love  ; 

Uisit  our  minds,  into  our  hearts 
Thy  heavenly  grace  inspire  ; 

\'hat  truth  and  godliness  we  may 
| Pursue  with  full  desire. 

’hou  art  the  very  comforter 
In  grief  and  all  distress  ; 
r he  heavenly  gift  of  God  most  High  ; 

1*  No  tongue  can  it  express ; 

’he  fountain  and  the  living  spring 
Of  joy  celestial ; 

T he  fire  so  bright,  the  love  so  sweet, 

The  Unction  spiritual. 

’hou  in  thy  gifts  art  manifold. 

By  them  Christ's  Church  doth  stand  : 
n faithful  hearts  thou  writ'st  thy  law, 
The  finger  of  God's  hand. 


Lord,  hear  our  prayer. 

Ansiver.  And  let  our  cry  come 
unto  thee. 


Let  us  pray. 

ALMIGHTY  God,  and  most  mer- 
ciful Father,  who,  of  thine 
infinite  goodness,  hast  given  thine 
only  and  dearly  beloved  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  to  be  our  Redeemer,  and 
the  Author  of  everlasting  life; 
who,  after  that  he  had  made  per- 
fect our  Redemption  by  his  death, 
and  was  ascended  into  heaven, 
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poured  down  liis gifts  abundantly 
upon  men,  making  some  Apostles, 
some  Prophets,  some  Evangelists, 
some  Pastors  and  Doctors  ; to  the 
edifying  and  making  perfect  his 
Church  ; Grant.,  we  beseech  thee, 
to  this  thy  servant,  such  grace, 
that  lie  may  evermore  be  ready  to 
spread  abroad  thy  Gospel,  the  glad 
tidings  of  reconciliation  with  thee ; 
and  use  the  authority  given  him, 
not  to  destruction,  but  to  salva- 
tion ; not  to  hurt,  but  to  help : so 
that,  as  a wise  and  faithful  ser- 
vant, giving  to  thy  family  their 
portion  in  due  season,  he  may  at 
last  be  received  into  everlasting 
joy;  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,  who  with  thee  and  the  Holy 
Ghost  liveth  and  reigneth,  one 
God,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

*[  Then  the  Presiding  Bishop  and  Bishops 
present  shall  lay  their  hands  upon  the 
Head  of  the  Elected  Bishop,  kneeling 
before  them,  the  Presiding  Bishop  say- 
ing, 

EECEIVE  the  Holy  Ghost,  for 
the  Office  and  Work  of  a Bish- 
op in  the  Church  of  God,  now  com- 
mitted unto  thee  by  the  Imposi- 
tion of  our  hands  ; In  the  Name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Amen.  And  re- 
member that  thou  stir  up  the 
grace  of  God,  which  is  given  thee 
by  this  Imposition  of  our  hands  : 
for  God  hath  not  given  us  the 
spirit  of  fear  ; hut  of  power,  and 
love,  and  soberness. 

If  Then  the  Presiding  Bishop  shall  deliver 
him  the  Bible,  saying, 

(I  I YE  heed  unto  reading,  exhor- 
I tation,  and  doctrine.  Think 
upon  the  things  contained  in  this 
Book.  Be  diligent  in  them,  that 
the  increase  coming  thereby  may 
be  manifest  unto  all  men  ; for  by 
so  doing  thou  shalt  both  save  thy-  | 
self  and  them  that  hear  thee.  Be 


| to  the  flock  of  Christ  a shepherd  i 
not  a wolf ; feed  them,  devou 
! them  not.  Hold  up  the  weak  | 
i heal  the  sick,  hind  up  the  broken 
bring  again  the  outcasts,  seek  th  j 

lost.  Besomercifubthatyoubeno  i 
too  remiss;  so  minister  discipline 
j that  you  forget  not  mercy  : tha  | 
when  the  Chief  Shepherd  shall  ap 
! pear,  you  may  receive  the  never 
j fading  crown  of  glory;  througl 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

If  Then  the  Presiding  Bishop  shall  pro  j 
ceed  in  the  Communion  Service  ; witl  i 
whom  the  new  Consecrated  Bishop,  witl  1 
others,  shall  also  communicate. 

If  And  for  the  last  Collect,  immediate]}  I 
before  the  Benediction,  shall  be  saic  j 
this  Prayer. 

MOST  merciful  Father,  we  be- 
seech thee  to  send  down  up- 
on this  thy  servant  thy  heaven]}  I 
blessing;  and  so  endue  him  with 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  he,  preach- 
ing thy  Word,  may  not  only  be  I 
! earnest  to  reprove,  beseech,  and 
rebuke,  with  all  patience  and  doc- 1 
trine  ; but  also  may  be  to  such  as  I 
believe  a wholesome  example  in 
; word,  in  conversation,  in  love,  in 
faith,  in  chastity,  and  in  purity; 
that,  faithfully  fulfilling  his  course, 
at  the  latter  day  he  may  receive 
the  crown  of  righteousness,  laid 
up  by  the  Lord,  the  righteous 
Judge,  who  liveth  and  reigneth 
one  God  with  the  Father  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 

THE  peace  of  God,  which  pass- 
etli  all  understanding,  keep 
your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and 
of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord : 
And  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  re- 
main with  you  always.  Amen. 


